11 Signs your house may need rewiring




Flickering lights or Dimming Lights
When your lights flicker or dim this can be a sign of loose connections or damaged cabling. When lights get brighter there is too much voltage and when the lights dim they aren’t getting enough voltage. Please do not think that it is just faulty bulbs or lamps, it is often a sign that the wiring is loose, dangerous or has faults present. This should be checked by an electrician as soon as possible. When was your last Electrical Inspection carried out? 

Fuses that blow regularly  
[image: ]First of all, if you still have a fuse box with rewireable fuses then this is a sign in itself of the age of your electrical installation. These boxes have not been installed in homes for around 40 years now so this indicates that your wiring is AT LEAST this old. Secondly, if the fuse wire is blowing regularly then this needs to be investigated to ascertain the cause. It could be too much equipment on each circuit or it could indicate a fault that needs to be rectified. 



Lightbulbs burn out quickly
This can happen with very old light fittings or it can happen when there are regular voltage fluctuations like those which can be seen with poor connections or faulty circuits on an installation. This could be something simple like the need to replace the light fittings or it could be a sign that your need your electrical installation checked by a professional. 
Sparking Sockets
This can be a perfectly normal phenomenon when removing a socket with the appliance or item still turned on. Its never a good idea to disconnect equipment this way but this will often cause a spark. If you can hear or see sparking from any sockets or other electrical accessories under any other circumstance then it is vital that you contact us as soon as possible to investigate. This could be excessive heat build up and may cause further problems. [image: ]
Browning or yellowing of sockets, switches and other electrical points
When you can see visible staining on the front of electrical outlets, cracking on sockets or switches, browning on accessories and so on, it can be a sign that your home needs some attention from an electrician. Accessories can degrade with age and use, staining in spots on the face of accessories can indicate burnt connections behind. This can get worse and lead to a fire. Best to have an investigation by a qualified electrician.
[image: ]

A smell of burning occasionally
When there is an electrical problem it is often accompanied by excessive heat, burning or charring. When connections become loose, wires touch each other or become crushed then there is excessive heat, burning and occasionally a small fire. This can cause the smell of burning to permeate into the room and you will often struggle to find the source of this. 
Any smell of burning in your home when you cannot ascertain the cause may mean you have an electrical problem. Please call us for your peace of mind and consider an electrical inspection. 
[image: ]


A dependence on extension leads
Many years ago it was common to have one or two single sockets in each room and as our home lives have evolved, home appliances have become cheaper and more readily available and our dependence on technology has grown we find that we need more sockets. If you find that you are using extension leads to power most of your equipment then this is not always safe. More to the point, if you do not have enough sockets in your home it could indicate the age of the wiring of the property and at a minimum you may just need more sockets installed to safely cope with the increased load. If your property is older and has minimal socket outlets then it is often more sensible to simply rewire the property. 
You get occasional electric shocks
Let’s face it, who actually likes the surprise of a jolt when we touch something that’s faulty? No-one!
If you are receiving shocks from any electrical equipment, electrical accessories or pipework in your home then you need to contact us immediately. This is not normal and definitely not safe! As a bare minimum this will require some electrical fault finding and a thorough electrical inspection by a qualified electrician. It may highlight a need to have your property rewired once an inspection has been carried out but without an electrical inspection first it is often difficult to say if a rewire is necessary.

Circuit Breakers Trip Regularly
When circuit breaker trip, they are disconnecting the electrical supply to the affected circuit. This is what they are intended to do. They are designed to protect the cabling in your home from overload, fire and short circuit problems. They are not designed to trip continuously and if they are tripping regularly then this is a sign that there are issues with your wiring.
Porcelain Type Fuses
These types of fuses are now ancient! They pre date even rewireable type fuse boards and should no longer be in service. They often contain asbestos and are no longer in use. If you have very old looking fuses in your home then it is likely your wiring is of the same age in which case it will almost certainly require rewiring. There have been many changing electrical safety standards brought in since these devices were originally installed and it is important to have your installation brought up to date and made safer. 
[image: ]

Your property is over 40 years old
If your home is 40 years old or older and has not been inspected by an electrician and a report on its condition obtained then this needs to be carried out. Whilst a lot of installations can be used beyond 40 years, it is a good age to have a thorough overhaul, possible update or even a rewire carried out if necessary. Don’t leave it because “you have never had a problem”, only a professional can tell of hidden dangers and safety issues in your electrical system. It is money well spent for peace of mind to have an inspection carried out. 
Paul Higgins
V & A Burgess Ltd
www.electricalfaultsfixed.co.uk
0151 351 4011
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